ARTICLE 5.

Criteria for Establishment, Modification,
Renewal or Termination of a District.

The following criteria shall be used as a guide in recommendations and decisions

on whether to establish, modify, renew, continue or terminate local agricultural
and forestal districts:

(a) Criteria Group A: All the following criteria should be met by all proposed
districts: :

(1) All district acreage should be currently devoted to agricultural use or
forestal use or should be undeveloped and suitable for such uses,
except that a reasonable amount of residential or other use, related to
the agricultural or forestal use and generally not more than five (5)
acres per district, may be included.

(2) Alllands in the district should be zoned to the R-P, R-C, R-A or R-E
District.

(3) The district should be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. The
following land uses identified in the Plan are appropriate for a
district:.1-.2 dwelling unit per acre, .2 dwelling unit per acre, .2-.5
dwelling unit per acre, .5-1 dwelling unit per acre, Private Recreation,
Private Open Space, Public Park, Agriculture, Environmental Quality
Corridor. Lands not planned as such may be considered for a district if
they meet at least three (3) of Criteria Group B.

(4) A majority of the surrounding land within one-quarter mile of the
district should be planned according to the Comprehensive Plan for
uses identified in (a)(3), above. Exceptions may be made for lands
located at the edge of a planned growth area or which meet at least
three (3) of the criteria of Criteria Group B, if no conflicts with
surrounding uses, existing and planned, are evident or likely.

(5) All farms to be included in a district should be at least twenty (20)
acres in size. A farm may include several parcels of land; however, all
parcels must have the same owner or else owners must be members
of the same immediate family or a family trust or family corporation. A
farm must include at least fifteen (15) acres of land in agricultural use.
A farm may include noncontiguous parcels within one (1) mile of the
core acreage (the largest parcel or group of contiguous parcels or the
parcel where the farm buildings are located) as iong the
noncontiguous parcels are predominately agricultural in use and as



(9)

long as the total acreage of each individual farm (including contiguous
and noncontiguous lands) is at least twenty (20) acres.

All other properties not included in a farm as defined in {(a)(5), that is,
forested and partially forested properties, and properties with less
than fifteen (15) acres in agricultural use, should be at least twenty
(20) acres in size. These properties may contain several parcels; but
all parcels must be contiguous, and all must have the same owner, or
else owners must be members of the same family or a family trust or
family corporation.

Approximately two-thirds of the land in agricuitural use in the district
should contain Ciass I, ll, Il or 1V soils as defined by the USDA Saoil
Conservation Service. Districts having more than one-third of the land
in agricultural use containing Classes V--VilI soils may be considered
if such lands have been improved and managed to reduce soil
erosion, maintain soil nutrients, and reduce nonpoint source pollution.

Agricultural land in the district should be used in a planned program of
soil management, soil conservation and pollution control practices
which is intended to reduce or prevent soil erosion, maintain soil
nutrients, control practices which is intended to reduce or prevent soil
erosion, maintain soil nutrients, control brush, woody growth and
noxious weeds on crop land, hay land and pasture land, and reduce
nonpoint source pollution. Exceptions to this criterion may be made
only for those agricultural lands which upon initial application for the
establishment of a district are not used in such a program but for
which a conservation plan is being prepared or has been requested
from the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District.

Forest land and undeveloped land in the district should be kept in an
undisturbed state, or if periodically harvested or experiencing erosion
problems, shall be used in a planned program of soil management,
soil conservation and pollution control practices which is intended to
reduce or prevent soil erosion, maintain soil nutrients and reduce
nonpoint source poliution. Exceptions to this criterion may be made
only for those lands which upon initial application for the
establishment of a district are not used in such a program but for
which a conservation plan is being prepared or has been requested
from the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District or the
Virginia Division of Forestry.

(10) There should be evidence of a history of investment in farm or forest

improvements or other commitments to continuing agricultural or
forestal use in the district. In particular, districts with no history of
investments in farm or forest improvements must evidence a firm



commitment to agricultural or forest use for at least the life of the
district.

(b)  Criteria Group B: In addition to meeting all of Criteria Group A, all
properties in the district should meet as well at least two (2) of the following
criteria;

(1) Farm and/or forest products have been regularly produced and sold
from the property during the last five (5) years.

(2) The land provides scenic vistas, improves the aesthetic quality of
views from County roads or contributes to maintaining the existing
rural character of an area.

(3) The property contains an historically and/or archaeologically
significant site which would be preserved in conjunction with the
establishment of a district. A site that is listed on the Federal Registry
of Historic Places, the State Registry of Historic Places and/or the
County Inventory of Historic Places will be considered historically
and/or archaeologically significant. A property which contains a site
that is considered to be archaeologically significant by the County
Archaeologist, or is located in anarea with a high potential for
archaeological sites, provided that the property owner has agreed to
permit the County Archaeologist access to the site, may also be
considered historically and/or archaeologically significant.

(4) Farming or forestry operations practice unique or particularly effective
water pollution control measures (BMP's).

(5) The land is zoned R-A, R-P or R-C.

(6) The land is entirely in a permanent open space easement. (13-83-
115; 21-95-115.)



